Alarm Systems and Users
I-1. Purpese

The purpose of this Article is to provide minimum standards of operation and regulations
applicable 10 Emergency and burglar alarm systems and users.

1-2. Authority
This Cudinance is adonted by the Barrington Board of Selectmen pursuant 1o RS8A 31:39,

F-3. Definitign.

Alarm Svstenn: ap alarm signal device, burgla alanin, heat o 1oiion sencor or sthey clecirical,

techsnical or electionic deviee wiich aufomatic dly initiates a conumunication with an outside
EMmel gency response provider, ncluding but not Jimied 10. ihe Police and Fire Departments ard

which i used:

To prevent or detect burglary, thefi, pilferage, fire ar oth-r loss of proper ¥,
To prevent or detect intrusion or
Primarily to defect and sumimon aid for other Cmergencies.
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Alarm User: any homeowner, business, commercial or professional organization who uses an
alarm system 1o Frotect their property.

. Alsrm user's perpiji

Within sixty (60) days after the effective dafe of 1lijs Article, every alarm user shall obtain an
alarm veer’s permit for each alarm System he operates within +he Town of Barrington, This
permit <hall be obtained through the office of the Chief of Police. Prior 1o the installation of a
new alarin systemn(s) an application shall be submitted and revievved by the Fire and/or Police
Chiefs - s applicable. 1faj] of the information required by the application is provided and the
2pplicable fee paid, the Chief of Police shall issue the alarm user’s permit Alarm permiits shal]
be valid for one year, and shal] be renewed annually.



1-5.

Application

A. The alarm user applying for the permit required in 1-4 of this Ordinance shall
complete a permit application, on a form prescribed by the Chief of Police, which
application shall require the alarm system user’s name, the address of the residence or
business or businesses where the alarm system has been or will be installed, the alarm
system user’s telephone number, the type of alarm system (local, direct, connect,
central station, etc.) and the name, date of birth, address and telephone number of at
least two other persons who are authorized to respond to an alarm signal and who can
open the premises in which the system is installed.

B. Alarm users shall ensure that all information submitted in an alarm user permit
application is kept current. Any changes made to any alarm system equipment
termination point, ot list of persons to be notified in the event of an alarm shall be
reported to the Chief of Police in writing within ten (10} days of such change. The
Police Chief will provide copies of all forms to the Fire Chief if fire alarms or
medical alert systems are involved,

C. The permit holder shall renew the permit annually by filing an Annval Reauest o
Information witli the Gtfice of the Chief of Police. The Chief of Police shall inail
Annual Requesis for Information io each holder of an alarm u-er’s parmit in the

monin of January.

D Any faise stetement o misrepresentation of a nuaterie] fact made by an applicant for
the purpose of oblaining an alarm vser’s rermit or renawal or while maling a chenge
therelo shall be sufficieit cauce for vefusal to grant or revecation of the permit.

e

A. There shall be a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) for the initial alarms user’s psrmit
application submitted for any alarm system installed afier ad option of this Ordinance.
There shall be no fee for alarm user’s permit applications which are submitted within
60 days of the adoption of this Ordinance for alarm system: which have been
installed prior to the adoption of this Ordinance.

B. There shall be no annual renewal fee i the alarm user responds to the Annual Request
for Information within 30 days. Should a second notice/request be required to be
sent, a §25.00 fee w/ill be required to renew the alarm user’s permit.

C. If a residential alarm user is over the age of sixty-five (65) and is the primary resident
of the dwelling and if no business is conducted in the residence, the Police Chief shalj
viaive the fee for the alarm user’s permit.

D. Federal, state, county or local government agencies that operate alarm systems shall
be exempt from payment of a fee, but shall nonetheless be required to submit a permit
application.



1-7.

1-8.

o

Confidentiaiity

A. Unless disclosure ig required by the state of federal law, or by an order of a court, the

information contained in the alarm user’s permit application and other information
received by the Chief of Police through correspondence or communications with the
alarm user shall be securely maintained and restricted to inspection by the Chief of

personnel, and Fire/EMS Dispatch personnel,

Operation without permit; pepalties

A. Any alarm system user who operates an alam system without first obtaining an alarm

user's permit as required by this Ordinance or who operates an alarm sysiem when
such permit has expired shall be liable in an action by the Town for a civi] penalty of
not less than fifiy dollars ($50) and not moze than five hundred dollars ($500) for
subsequent violations.

B. Any alarm system user who, afier having a petioil revoked and afier exhausting hig

right to 2 hearing_ fails to disconnect hig alamm systenn shall be liabie in an action oy
the Towi for g civil penalty of not less Gian one wundred dollars ($100) and not more
than five hundred dollars ($500) for subsequen! violations.
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ige alarms; oivil acsesements anc vevocation of perutii

4. Forthe purpose of this Article, a “falss alapm” shall be defined as an alarm rignal

eliciting a response by police or fire personne when a situation requiring o response
by police or fire personnel does not in fact exist, but does not include ap alarm signal
caused by violent conditions of nature or other extraordinary circumstances not
reasonably subject to control by the alarm user.

B. Except during the first thirty day period following the installation of an alerm systemn,

there shall be a service charge of twenty-five dollars ($25) for each false ajarm
received In excess of five (5) in a calendar year, which shall be paid over to the Town
of Barrington. For purposes of this section, 5 “calendar year” shall be defined as the
period from Januvary 1 through December 31 In addition, false alarms may form the
basis for revocation of an alarm User's permit as provided in Article 1-10 of thig
Ordinance. If the false alarm is due to an alarm System malfunction, which is in the
process of being repaired or where immediate steps are taken Lo identify or correct the
problem(s), the Chief of Police may waive the service charge. Refusal 1o pay the
service charge within thirty (30) days may cause the alarm user’s permit to be
revoked in accordence with Article 1-10 of thig Ordinance.

C. Inany case when an alarm is received at either the Police or Fire Dispatch and the

Police or Fire Departments are unable to locate or make contact with the persons



responsible for the alarm system, as designated by the alarm user on the application
form or in case the persons responsible do not respond when notified, a service
charge of twenty-five ($25) shall be paid over to the Town of Barrington by the alarm
user.

1-10. Revocation precedure

A. If five false alarms in a calendar year as stated in Article 1-9 of this Ordinance, the

Chief of Police shall request, in writing that the alarm user’s permit holder submit a
report within fifteen (15) days describing efforts to discover and eliminate the cause
of the false alarms. If the alarm user requests an extension of time to file this report
based on some extraordinary circumstances, the Chief of Police may extend the
fifteen day period for a reasonable time. If the permit holder fails to submit his report
within the specified period, the Chief of Police shall notify the alarm user in writing
thet his alarm user’s permit has been revoked.

B. If the alarm users submits a report as required by Article 1-10, A of this Ordinance,
but the Chiel of Police finds the report unsatisfactory, then the Chief of Police mav
direct the 2larm user in wiiting to take specific action to reduce the number of false
alarms.

(. I, after the submiszion of a repoit required by Article 110, A of this Ordinance
which is satisiactory 1o the Chief of Police, the alarm system of the permit holder
incnrs two (2) or more false alarms during the same calendar year, the Chief of Police
may issue wrilicn notice of his inient to r-voke the alarn) user’s permil, specifying the
reasons for revecation.

1. Upon receipt of a notice of intent to revoke an alarm user’s penait, the permit holder
may within ten (10) days of such receipt submit a written request for a hearing before
the Chief of Police, setting forth the reasons that his permit should not be revoked.
Written notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be served on the permit
holder by the Chief of Police at least five (5) days prior to the date set for the hearing.

E. At the hearing before the Chief of Police, the holder of tlie permit or his authorized
representative shall have the right to present evidence on his own behalf. After the
hearing, the Chief of Police may 1) issue an order of revocation; 2) withdraw the
notice of revocation; or 3) allow a reasonable time, not to exceed fifleen (15) days, in
which the alarm user must take action to eliminate the cause(s) of the false alarm 1o
the satisfaction of the Chief of Police. Failure to take such action shall result
revocation.

I-11. Resteration of revoled permii
A. An alarm user whose permit has been revoked may apply for a revoked user’s permit.

The Chief of Police shali not be required to issue a revoked user permit unless he is
satisfied that the alarm user’s system has been properly serviced and its deficiencies



corrected. The Chief of Police may also impose reasonable restrictions and
conditions upon the user before 1ssuing a revoked user’s permit and these restrictions
and/or conditions shall appear on the permit and shall provide for automatic
revocation on the occurrence of four (4) false alarms in the remaining permit year.

B. In situations where a revoked user’s permit is revoked under the conditions in Article
1-11, A of this Ordinance, there shal] be no appeal to the Chief of Police and this
revocation shall remain in effect for the remainder of the calendar year.
C. The fee for issuance of 2 revoked user’s permit shall be one hundred dollars (1 00).
I-12. Service of nofiee
When any town officiaj has the right or is required to act within a prescribed period pursuant (o

this Article and service is made by mail, one (1) day shall be added 1o the prescribed period. In
lieu of service by mail, delivery may be made by hand.
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